NorthChamber 123rd AGM

Minutes

Held on 17" March 2026 at the Orchard, Whangarei

36 members in attendance
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Leah McKerrow - CEO welcomed everyone to the meeting and opened with Karakia



Tim Robinson — Deputy Chair:

Apologies:
Danny Douglas, Barbara Jacques, Ben Chapman, Andrew McLeod, Peter Heath, Piripi Moore,
Dean Abel, Stephen Gibson, John Vujcich,

The Chair (Steve) was unable to attend at the last moment hence the Deputy Chair (Tim
Robinson) presented the Chair’s report.

Obituaries: Wally Yovich, Monty Knight. Both will be sadly missed by the business community.
The Chair’s report was adopted.

Moved: Tim Robinson Seconded: Trish Madison

Minutes of previous meeting were reviewed.

Two attendance errors corrected from previous meeting.
Moved: Tim Robinson Seconded: JP Dignon
CEO Report

CEO gave a presentation about the achievements for the year, financial performance and future
plans and purpose of NorthChamber which was well received.

Enabling business to thrive and key themes of Advocacy, Build and Celebrate were explored
including Business Excellence Awards, the Northland Monopoly project, full programme of
events and NorthChamber’s overall financial position at the start and end of the year.

Chamber welcomed 75 new members this year and the volunteers who support
NorthChamber’s work were sincerely thanked. This include judges, board members, supporters

New website is being developed.

A new programme of work for helping employers find staff called ChamberWorks
She extended her thanks to the team and to the board for the past year.

CEQ’ s report was adopted.

Questions from the floor:

Chamber Works is about to go live — this a NZ wide programme funded by MSD In answer to a
question, it was confirmed that some candidates may attract a ‘return to work’ subsidy from
MSD.

Does itinclude the ‘prison gate’ programme of work? Action Leah

Were rural areas represented at the ‘A Connected North’ event? Yes, there were many around
different sectors and different areas from Northland.

Paul Linton, Northland Inc CEO passed on his organisation’s congratulations to Leah and the
team for a successful year of Chamber operations.



The appointment of an auditor was discussed. Board and members are concerned about the
cost of an audit and the limited benefit hence the decision was made to not proceed. Was there
an action from last year’s AGM to review?

Motion: not to appoint an auditor unless there is an outstanding action.:

Moved: Tim Robinson Seconded: Dirk Mostert

Motion: Membership subscriptions should be increase by cpi.
Moved: Tim Robinson Seconded: Jan Hewitt

The meeting closed at 1830.



